benevolence (I do not use the word love as it has fallen into
disrepute) is the greatest force because of the limitless scope it
affords for self-suffering without causing or intending any
physical or material injury to the wrongdoer. The object always
is to evoke the best in him. Self-suffering is an appeal to his
better nature, as retaliation is to his baser. Fasting under proper
circumstances is such an appeal par excellence. If the politician
does not perceive its propriety in political matters, it is because
it is a novel use of this very fine weapon.
To practise non-violence in mundane matters is to know its'"
true value. It is to bring heaven upon earth. There is no such
thing as the other world. All worlds are one. There is no 'here'
and no 'there*. As Jeans has demonstrated, the whole universe
including the most distant stars, invisible even through the most
powerful telescope in the world, is compressed in an atom. I
hold it therefore to be wrong to limit the use of non-violence to
cave-dwellers and for acquiring merit for a favoured position
in the other world. All virtue ceases to have use if it serves no
purpose in every walk of life. I would therefore plead with the
purely political-minded people to study non-violence and
fasting as its extreme manifestation with sympathy and under-'
standing.
(Harijan, July 26, 1942, p. 248)
(M)    WHAT ABOUT NON-VIOLENCE?
Q. But what about your non-violence? To what extent
will you carry out your policy after freedom is gained?
A. The question hardly arises. I am using the first personal
pronoun for brevity, but I am trying to represent the spirit of
India as I conceive it. It is and will be a mixture. What policy
the national government will adopt I cannot say. I may not even
survive it much as I would love td. If I do, I would advise the
adoption of non-violence to the utmost extent possible and that
will be India's great contribution to the peace of the world and
the establishment of a new world order. I expect that with the
existence of so many martial races in India, all of whom will
have a voice in the government of the day, the national policy
will incline towards militarism of a modified character. I shall
certainly hope that all the effort for the last twenty-two years
to show the efficacy of non-violence as a political force will not
have gone in vain and a strong party representing true non-
violence'will exist in the country. In every case a free India in
alliance with the Allied powers must be of great help to their
cause, whereas India held in bondage as she is today must be a
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